
INNOVALHC Health Economics     |

HLM4RARE

«Health without Postcodes» 

Access to Rare and Complex Disease Therapies

Michael Schlander

Univ.-Prof. [em.] of Health Economics

Prof. [em.] for (Health and Innovations) Management

University of Heidelberg (Medical and Economic Faculties)

Institute for Innovation & Valuation in Health Care (InnoValHC Wiesbaden)

European Parliament, Brussels

July 1, 2026 14:00-16:00 CET

UNIVERSITÄT
HEIDELBERG

Contact:

michael.schlander@innoval-hc.com

ms@michaelschlander.com



Page2

Name of Author

Health Economics

Rotary Club Lienz (27.01.2026)29-Jun-26 |© INNOVALHC Health Economics  |

2/4

European Parliament – Brussels – July 1, 2026

Are European HTA (Joint Clinical Assessments, JCAs) 

and Cost Effectiveness Analyses (CEAs) Up To Task?

¬ EU Level JCAs:  Comparative Clinical Effectiveness
¬ Assessment of Clinical Evidence

¬ noble objectives – but questions remain:

¬ rigid standards or «best available evidence»? / room for judgment and appraisal?

¬ the patients’ experience / directly health-related impacts only? / broader ones?

¬ Appropriate Comparators (and «PICOs») – Ambition vs. Feasibility

¬ Orphan Drug (OMP) Designation and Prioritization by Medical Need

¬ EU Member States:  Economic (Cost/) Value Assessments 
¬ Cost Effectiveness Analysis (CEA) Relying on Thresholds?

¬ interface with JCAs? / «blindness» of CE ratios for prevalence and budget impact?

¬ presumably «technical» assumptions vs. priority for patients in high need? 

¬ technocratic approach / evaluating (abstract) condition / treatment pairs

¬ Need to Consider Role of Health Care Systems as Social Institutions
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